

Adopted 6/26/18


Introduced by Council Members Carter and Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members R. Gaffney, Becton, Hazouri, Dennis, Anderson, Newby and Wilson: 



RESOLUTION 2018-388-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF REVEREND CECIL L. WIGGINS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Cecil Wiggins was born in Evergreen, Alabama in 1930, felt a call to the religious life as a high school senior and attended the Southwestern Assemblies of God College in Waxahachie, Texas to train for the ministry; and


WHEREAS, Reverend Wiggins became the pastor of Evangel Temple in Jacksonville in 1964 and he was always known as a man of integrity among civic, business and government leaders; and 

WHEREAS, after several decades the Evangel Temple outgrew its 1,000 seats and moved forward with building a 3,200 seat sanctuary which opened in 2000; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Wiggins placed a heavy emphasis on mission trips which helped to build churches in Central America, South America and Europe and the Evangel Temple has given about $12 million to missions since the 1980s and the church supports about 140 missionaries and ministries monthly; and

WHEREAS, during his more than five decades as pastor and pastor emeritus, Reverend Wiggins was renowned for his understanding and use of the media in ministry, utilizing radio and television in creative ways, and was well known by his peers as an unofficial spiritual counsel to pastors across the city, both within and outside of his denomination; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Wiggins’ recent passing will leave a void in Jacksonville’s ministerial community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life of Reverend Cecil L. Wiggins, long-time pastor of Evangel Temple, on the occasion of his passing, and extends to his congregation, family, friends and ministerial colleagues the City’s sincere condolences upon his passing.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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